T oe comical! Hi9lorie of 
which heere appcareth due vpon the bond. ^ 
lew. Tis very true: 6 wife and vpright Tudo-e, 
how much more elder art thou then thy lookes/ 

Fof. Therefore lay bare your bofomc. 

^ew. T,hisbrcaft, 

fb (ayes the bond, doth it not noble ludjjc ? 

Necrefl his hart, thofc arc the very words. 

For. Itisfo.arcthereballancehercto weieh the flelh 
lew, I hauc tiiem ready. 

For. Haueby fome Surgion Shylocke on your char<^e, 
to flop his wounds, leaft he doc bleedc to death. “ 

lew. Is it fo nominated in the bond? 

Tor. It is not fo expreft, but what ofthat ? 

Twcrc good you doe fo much forcharitie. 

lew. Icannotfindeit.tisnotinthcbond. 

Tor, You Merchant, haue )’ou any thing to lay J 

But little 5 /am armd and well prepard, 
giucroe your hand far you well, 
grecucnotthat/amfalnetothisforyou: ■ 

for hcercin Fortune foowes her fclfc more kind 
then is her cuftome : it is flill her vfe 
to let the wretched man out-liue his wealth, 
to view with hollow eye and wrinckled brow 
an age ofpouertie : from which lingring pennance 
offuch mifery doth flic cut me of 
Commend me to your honourable wife, 
tell her the procefle of Anthonies end, 
lay how I lou'd you, Ipeake me ftirc in death : 

and when the talc is told, bid her be iudge 

whether Bajfanio had not once a louc : 

Repent but you that you foall loofe your friend 
and he repents not that he payes your debt. 

For if the /cw doc cut but deepe cnouoh, 
/Icpayitinftantlyvvithallmyhart. ° 

Tajf. ey^hthonio,! am mimed to a Wife 
which is as deerc f o me as life it felfc, 
but life it {clfe» my wife, and all the world. 




the Merchant ofFenice, 

are not with me efteemd abouc thy life. 

I would loofe all. I facrifizc them all 
hecrctothisdeuill.todcliueryou. , , , . . 

por. Your wife would giue you little thankes tor that 
if /]« were by to hcarc you make the offer. 

Gra. Ihaucawifcwho/protcft/louei 
/would (he were in heauen, fo flie could 
intreate fome power to change this currifli lew. 

Xis well you offer it behind her back, 
the wilh would make clfc an vnquiet houle. 
lew, Thcfe be the chriflian husbands,/ hauc a daughter 

would any of the ftocke of Barrabas 

had becne her husband, rather then a Chriflian. 

We trifle time, / pray thee purfue fcntencc. 

Tor. A pound ofthat fame Merchants flcfli is thine, 
the Court awards it, and the law doth giue it. 

]ew, Moftrightfoll Iudge. 

Por. And you rauft cut this flefli from offhis breaft, 
the law alowes it, and the court awards it. 

^ew. Moft learned Iudge, a fentcnce, cortie prepare. 
Tor. Tarry a little, there is fome thing ellc, 
this bond doth giue thee heere no iote of blood, 
the words exprefly are a pound of flefh : 
take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flefh, 
but in the cutting it, if thou dooft Ihed 
one drop of Chriflian blood, thy lands and goods 
are by the lawes of V cnicc conflfcate 
vnto the ftate of Venice. 


Gra. O vpright Iudge, 

Marke lew, 6 learned /udge. 

Shy, Is that the law # 

Por. Thy fclfc fhalt foe the Aft s 
for as thou vrgeft iufficc, be a(Turd 
thou (halt hauc iuftice more then thou defirft. 

Gra. O learned iudge, mark /ew, a learned iudge. 

I take this olFer then, pay the bond thrice 
and let the Chriflian goc. 

H.3. 




